
 
 

-- more -- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Firecomms and ISMS Collaborate to Deploy Plastic Optical Fiber 
Networking Solutions in Local Municipalities 

 

Austin, Texas⎯May 14, 2008⎯Firecomms Ltd., a leading developer of high speed 

Plastic Optical Fiber (POF) transceivers and Visible Surface Emitting Lasers (VCSELs), and 

Information Systems Management Solutions (ISMS), a world renowned leader in the 

design and deployment of broadband community IP networks, today announce an alliance 

to bring high-performance plastic optical fiber networks based on Firecomms technology 

into residential (single family-and multiple dwelling units), offices and institutions for the 

support of broadband applications. 

ISMS will incorporate POF in its FITH (Fiber-In-the-Home) strategy, advocating to its city 

and developer customers the inclusion of POF in building ordinances for the design-in and 

deployment of POF networks using Firecomms devices. 

“With its high-performance and low cost implementation for broadband networks, 

Firecomms’ OptoLock® plugless transceiver coupled with POF fits nicely with our strategy 

of delivering superior network solutions while lowering deployment costs,” says James 

Hettrick, chairman of ISMS.  “The simplicity of this networking solution also makes 

possible do-it-yourself networks, putting control over future network installations in the 

hands of the consumer.” 

"As a strategic consultant to municipalities, developers and utilities worldwide, ISMS is in 

a unique position to evangelize Firecomms’ POF transceiver products for emerging 

community-based communications networks,” says Lawrence Thorne, Firecomms’ vice 

president of sales and marketing in the Americas.  "The inclusion of POF in building 

ordinances is a significant step toward making this do-it-yourself technology ubiquitous 

inside homes and businesses worldwide.”  

Firecomms leads the development of devices to drive POF, a low-cost optical alternative 

to copper cabling.  Due to its ease of use, large core tolerances, and low costs, POF is 

enjoying significant growth in a wide range of applications.  Created for consumer, 
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commercial, industrial, and automotive applications in which plastic fiber can be used 

more easily and at lower cost than copper or glass fiber, POF is now used in millions of 

small area networks, such as those in use in many car models, and is rapidly gaining 

ground in home network and point-to-point interconnection.  The POF market is estimated 

to be worth over $1 billion per year by the end of 2008.  

About Firecomms Ltd.  

Firecomms, a compound semiconductor company, develops high-speed light sources in 

visible range wavelengths. Firecomms’ lasers and LEDs provide the groundwork that will 

revolutionize optical data communications for small area networks, such as in-car 

networks and home networks.  Firecomms’ low power visible lasers unleash the potential 

for advances in medical devices, barcode scanners, and optical storage devices. 

The Ireland-based company leverages its ten years of photonics research experience, 

optical expertise, and extensive IP portfolio to develop cost-effective solutions for 

applications in which the use of glass fiber optics is prohibitively expensive.  Additional 

information about Firecomms is available at www.firecomms.com. 

About Information Systems Management Solutions, Inc. 

ISMS designs and deploys community-based communications networks which empower 

individuals and communities, foster economic development, and enhance competitiveness 

in the local, regional, and national economy.  ISMS networks deliver future generation 

data services, including video & entertainment, voice, utility monitoring & control, public 

safety, health monitoring services, telecommuting, and remote learning.  The company 

provides comprehensive communications planning, financial modeling, business planning, 

strategic analysis, and ICT (Information and Communications Technology) infrastructure 

management solutions for municipalities, developers and utilities. More information is 

available at www.is-ms.com. 
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Further Information: 

Rene’ Williams Bob Todrank 

Firecomms Ltd. ISMS, Inc. 

Tel. 949.360.7770 Tel.  760-533-0303 

rene@firecomms.com btodrank@is-ms.com 
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